ONLINE LEARNING AUTHOR MENTOR
PROGRAM
Children's author and science writer Charlotte Barkla is offering an Author
Mentor Program to support schools in online learning this year.
Students will have the opportunity to develop their writing skills and
receive feedback on their work, under the guidance of a published author.
Video recordings are used to facilitate the activities, to provide teachers
with greater flexibility in delivering their online learning.

Author Mentor Program
The Author Mentor program invites students to participate in a creative writing or feature
writing task, and to receive feedback on their work by a published author and science writer.
The program provides an alternative to author workshops / presentations delivered via Skype
or Zoom, and has a flexible format that supports remote learning.
Topics?
A range of writing topics can be explored in the program, depending upon the year level and
timeframe of the task. Activities are tailored to the age group and curriculum, and include
story starters, writing prompts, questionnaires and exercises centred around topics such as:
Primary / Lower Secondary:
The craft of creative writing:
Characterisation
Story plot and structure
Action and pace
Finding your unique ‘voice’
Beginnings and endings
Mastering dialogue
Ideas and inspiration:
Brainstorming ideas and fleshing out concepts
Developing great characters
Planning stories
Exercising your creative muscles
Lower Secondary
Writing feature articles:
Story ideas and angles
Structuring a feature article
Hooking the reader
Interviewing experts, drafting and editing an article
Researching relevant publications and pitching your ideas.
How does it work?
i Author sets writing task for students (in consultation with class teacher) via video
recording.
ii. Students complete the task and submit to their teacher (either as a word document or
photograph of written work).
iii. Author reviews students' work and provides feedback via video recording (distributed by
teacher).

Author bio
Charlotte is an Adelaide-based writer who worked as a civil
engineer and physics teacher before rediscovering her love
for children's literature. She now writes picture books,
middle-grade fiction and feature articles.

Charlotte's debut picture book, All Bodies are Good Bodies,
was published by Hardie Grant Egmont in January 2020.
The first novel in her middle-grade series, Edie's
Experiments was published in February 2020 with Penguin
Random House, with the second novel coming out in July.

Charlotte's books
All Bodies are Good Bodies
(Hardie Grant Egmont, 2020)
Bold and beautiful, loud and proud, All Bodies are
Good Bodies is an uplifting book about different
body features and types. Through playful rhyme, it
promotes the development of body acceptance and
celebrates inclusivity and individuality.

Edie's Experiments 1: How to Make Friends
(Penguin Random House, 2020)
A new school, a classroom full of potential new friends
and a science kit. What could possibly go wrong?
The first in the Edie's Experiments series for middlegrade readers, this hilarious book is about being
yourself, making friends and solving life's big
problems with the power of science.

